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without some very good reason, but as everything was kept
dark in those days only a privileged few knew what he had
been doing.

It was not long before a little more light was cast on the
subject. In August, 1915, he accompanied the Chancellor
of the Exchequer when he went to Boulogne to discuss
finance with M. Ribot, the French Finance Minister, and a
week later it was recorded that he had left for the United
States, accompanied by two French colleagues, on what
was called the Anglo-French Mission. The British and
French Governments were in complete accord and had come
to a joint agreement, and the object of the mission was to
obtain a loan of one hundred millions, which sum was to
be spent on their joint account in the purchase of much
needed munitions in the United States, and thus the transfer
of funds which would inevitably shake confidence and dis-
turb the exchange was avoided. It is interesting to recall
that Sir Henry Babington Smith and Mr. (now Sir) B. P.
Blackett accompanied Lord Reading, thus showing how
directly India was concerned in the topics discussed. The
mission proved a complete success, and M. Ribot, in the
French Senate, announced that " the Americans were going
to give a tangible proof of their real sympathy with the
Allies." It was generally admitted that the speedy success
of this mission was due to Lord Reading's tact and superior
knowledge of financial matters,

After his return from this first mission to the United
States Lord Reading reverted to his dual work in the
Court of King's Bench and at the Treasury, but little was
heard of his activities, which were unremitting, until in
June, 1916, his name appearing among the Birthday
Honours with his elevation to the rank of Viscount told
its own tale. In July and August of that year he took part
in the discussions with M. Bark, the Russian Finance
Minister, about the financial troubles of that unhappy
State gradually falling into the abyss of chaos, and he was
also present at the interview at Calais between the French
and British Premiers. But his most noteworthy contri-
bution in public during this year was his grave and emphatic